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offenders and dealers. Truett became known 
as a uniquely fair but independent minded 
lawmaker—a reputation which he would carry 
throughout his career. 

In 1972, Truett returned to the full-time prac-
tice of law, but just four years later he chose 
to run for a seat on Florida’s Second District 
Court of Appeal. He not only won the seat, but 
was reelected in 1982 with a nearly 90 per-
cent approval rating in a Florida Bar Associa-
tion poll. When Truett retired from the bench 
in 1986, he was serving as Chief Judge. 

Truett Ott’s service to his community did not 
end at the office door. A faithful servant of 
God, Truett taught Sunday school for 55 years 
and gave back to others through his work with 
a host of service organizations including the 
Boy Scouts of America, YMCA, United Way, 
Metropolitan Ministries, the Billy Graham Cru-
sade, the Boys Club and the Pike County As-
sociation. 

Truett Ott was a role model for us all. On 
behalf of the entire Tampa Bay community, I 
would like to thank him for his service and ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to his family. His 
contributions and his character will not be for-
gotten and set high standards for generations 
to come. 

f 

HONORING CONOR MICHAEL 
O’ROURKE 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Conor Michael O’Rourke of Ar-
lington, Virginia. Conor has not only achieved 
the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of 
America; he has pursued his accomplishments 
with a sincere commitment to the fundamental 
ideals of improving our community. As a mem-
ber of Troop 50 in the National Capital Area 
Council, Conor has exemplified the finest 
qualities of leadership and citizenship in earn-
ing Boy Scouts’ most prestigious award. He is 
currently a junior at Bishop Denis J. O’Connell 
High School in Arlington, Virginia and is the 
older son of Mary Anne and Michael 
O’Rourke. 

At Troop 50, Conor has provided leadership 
in a variety of positions. He has led his troop 
as Patrol Leader (twice), Assistant Senior Pa-
trol Leader, and High Adventure Assistant 
Crew Chief. In addition, he served for several 
years as Den Chief, in which he was a role 
model and guide to a group of Cub Scouts at 
St. Thomas More School in Arlington. 

As a Boy Scout, Conor has trekked through 
the mountains of New Mexico on horseback, 
explored underground caves, sailed the Flor-
ida Keys and went on numerous camping 
trips. He has earned 28 merit badges and four 
religious awards, including the Boy Scout Ad 
Altare Dei. He is truly an exemplary Scout. 

For his Eagle Scout Leadership Service 
Project, Conor directed three dozen volun-
teers, who donated over 140 hours of labor to 
the Arlington County Department of Parks and 
Recreation for the construction of a new park 
trail. 

Because of his dedication and service to the 
community, I have great expectations for 
Conor—he will be among the young men who 
leads our Nation through the 21st. Century. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Conor Michael O’Rourke for 
achiving the highest distinction of Eagle Scout, 
and wish him luck on all of his future endeav-
ors. 
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CONGRATULATING RUTH ANN 
NORTON 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure today to congratulate Ruth Ann 
Norton, whose important work in preventing 
lead positioning has received national acclaim. 
Ms. Norton recently received the Nation’s top 
community health honor, a 2005 Robert Wood 
Johnson Community Health Leadership award. 

Ms. Norton is one of 10 recipients nation-
wide recognized for their outstanding contribu-
tions to community health. As part of the 
award, Ms. Norton will receive a grant of more 
than $100,000 to augment her efforts. 

As recently as 2002, one out of every 25 
children nationwide was diagnosed with lead 
poisoning. The City of Baltimore, where Ms. 
Norton’s efforts are focused, has among the 
highest numbers of pre-1940 rental properties 
in the Nation—and buildings constructed in 
that timeframe often contain lead paint. The 
children living in these buildings often develop 
asthma or lead poisoning that can cause seri-
ous disabilities and impairments. 

Unwilling to accept the fact that children are 
exposed to hazardous environments, espe-
cially in their own homes, Ms. Norton left the 
business world to become Executive Director 
of the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poi-
soning in 1994. She transformed the Coalition 
from a one-person organization to a 30–per-
son primary prevention organization that has 
provided direct program services to thousands 
of at-risk clients. The majority of those helped 
by the Coalition are single, African-American 
mothers and pregnant women living in high 
risk and low-income communities in Baltimore. 

Under her leadership, the Coalition has 
played a significant role in reducing childhood 
lead poisoning in Baltimore by 91 percent in 
less than a decade. This success is the result 
of preventative strategies and public policy 
changes advocated for by the Coalition, such 
as requiring lead reductions in housing stock, 
providing relocation opportunities for families 
living in hazardous buildings, and testing chil-
dren for lead paint poisoning. The Coalition 
has also been credited with playing a primary 
role in the dramatic decline in lead-poisoned 
children statewide—from 14,000 in 1993 to 
less than 2,000 in 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Ms. 
Norton’s dedication to improving the health of 
Maryland’s children, and to congratulate her 
for this well-deserved Community Health 
Leadership award. 
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TRIBUTE TO JULIE PUENTES 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Julie Puentes for her 

dedicated service to the people of Orange 
County, California. Ms. Puentes has dem-
onstrated a commitment to excellence and has 
made our community a better place to live. 

Julie Puentes is the Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs for the Orange County 
Business Council, a countywide organization 
comprised primarily of Orange County’s larg-
est employers and small businesses dedicated 
to Orange County’s economic vitality. She 
serves as a member of the organization’s ex-
ecutive management team and manages the 
Business Council’s Advocacy program. She 
coordinates the Business Council Investor lob-
bying efforts which are intended to foster a 
positive business climate and preserve Or-
ange County’s quality of life. During her time 
at the OCBC, Julie has done an exemplary job 
of building relationships, particularly with Or-
ange County’s federal, state and local rep-
resentatives. She also works closely with other 
chambers of commerce and regional eco-
nomic development organizations. 

Before she joined the Orange County Busi-
ness Council professional staff Ms. Puentes 
was the owner of JFConsulting, a public af-
fairs consulting firm. Her firm focused on en-
gaging the business community in the devel-
opment of public policy and more business- 
friendly environmental regulation. From 1978– 
1991, Ms. Puentes served as Chief of Staff to 
Senator Marian Bergeson, culminating a 20- 
year career in public service for five state leg-
islators. 

Ms. Puentes served in the Wilson Adminis-
tration as a member of the State Job Training 
Coordinating Council (now the state Workforce 
Investment Board) and the Governor’s School- 
to-Career Advisory Council. She serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Orange County Pub-
lic Affairs Association and Citizens Against 
Lawsuit Abuse, and is a member of the Cali-
fornia Chamber of Commerce Advocacy 
Council. 

We rely upon citizens like Julie Puentes to 
sustain the spirit of our communities. I have 
relied on her advice in addressing various 
water and transportation challenges facing our 
community and state. Julie Puentes has 
earned my many thanks and I wish her great 
success in all her future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING KELLY BLACK 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Kelly Black 
for her award as Best Female Performer in the 
11th annual High School Music Theatre HON-
ORS awards in San Jose. 

This year, over 25 Bay Area High Schools 
competed in 10 unique categories. Judges 
from the American Musical Theatre were sent 
to each school to watch and evaluate perform-
ances. Judges were instructed to evaluate the 
quality of each production and performance, 
while keeping in mind each school’s budget 
and available resources. This annual competi-
tion awarded four students who reside within 
California’s 16th district. 

Kelly is a student from Oak Grove High 
School. She won the Best Female Performer 
award for her role of Velma Kelly in ‘‘Chi-
cago’’. Kelly will receive a scholarship to the 
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American Musical Theatre Artists Institute, a 
nine-week intensive professional training pro-
gram. 

The High School Music Theatre HONORS 
awards promote artistic creativity in a way that 
is vital to a youth’s development. The perform-
ances that these youth stage are extremely 
labor intensive, and promote discipline, team 
work, and dedication. High School Performing 
Arts programs are generally underfunded and 
have been greatly reduced in recent years. I 
recognize the hard work, time, and energy that 
these students and teachers put into these 
productions. 

I am proud to stand here today and recog-
nize Kelly for her accomplishments. I urge her 
and all students to continue to take interest in 
the performing arts. 
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HONORING RABBI MICHAEL DATZ 

HON. RAY LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments and services of 
Rabbi Michael Datz of Springfield, Illinois for 
his thirteen years of spiritual guidance and 
leadership. 

Rabbi Datz draws on his extraordinary life 
experiences to provide insight to his congrega-
tion at the Temple B’rith Sholom. He has lived 
in South Africa, the Netherlands, and Aus-
tralia, as well, his birth-state of Texas. Yet, the 
community of Springfield is of profound impor-
tance to him. His extensive involvement in nu-
merous religious and civic community organi-
zations greatly benefits his adopted home. He 
is a board member of the Springfield Board of 
Jewish Education, the Springfield Jewish Fed-
eration, the Central Illinois Food Bank, the 
Springfield Liturgical Arts Council, the Greater 
Springfield Interfaith Association, and he is 
Chairman of the Dept. of Community Relations 
of the City of Springfield. In addition to being 
a dedicated servant of the community, the 
rabbi is a lawyer, a children’s author, a hus-
band, and a father of two. 

Yet above and beyond these accomplish-
ments, the people who know the rabbi best 
testify that his courage and his sense of 
humor are traits that make him an excellent 
community leader. The people of Springfield 
and the members of the Temple B’rith Sholom 
are pleased and honored to have Rabbi Mi-
chael Datz as a servant of their community, 
and I am pleased to honor him on the occa-
sion of a special dinner in recognition of his 
service. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE AMHERST 
COMMUNITY HISTORY MURAL 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the dedication of the Amherst Com-
munity History Mural at West Cemetery. The 
event marks the completion of a community- 
wide effort by the Amherst Historical Commis-
sion to raise funds and install a mural on the 

back wall of the Carriage Shops which abut 
historic West Cemetery in Amherst. 

West Cemetery is Amherst’s oldest burying 
ground and was laid out in 1730 for settlers of 
the East District of Hadley. It is a true histor-
ical site that represents some of Amherst’s 
original unchanged landscape, which today 
would still be recognizable to the early settlers 
who lie there next to their fellow farmers, mill 
workers, servants, soldiers, professors and 
poets. 

The Amherst Community History Mural ad-
dresses five aspects of Amherst’s history: 
farming, literature, domestic life, education and 
the military, and industry and economic life. 
Notable figures portrayed in the mural stand-
ing on the balcony of the Amherst Hotel in-
clude Robert Gilbert ‘‘Gil’’ Roberts, a member 
of the New Black Eagle Jazz Band of Boston 
who also played with Louis Annstrong and Jo-
sephine Baker; Chief Justice Harlan Fiske 
Stone; Peter Merzbach, a 20th-century obste-
trician; the Reverend David Parsons, Am-
herst’s first minister; and Charley Thompson, a 
janitor and friend to Amherst College students 
during the 1800s. 

Again I congratulate Amherst, my home 
town, on creating this mural that honors and 
remembers the great history of our commu-
nity. 
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TRIBUTE TO DANIEL J. MASIELLO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life and memory of a great 
Western New Yorker, Mr. Daniel J. Masiello, a 
remarkable man dedicated to public service, 
his family and his nation. 

Born on the West Side of Buffalo in 1913, 
as a young man Mr. Masiello enlisted in the 
United States Army and went on to defend 
this Country’s freedom overseas for five years 
during WorId War II. 

A hard-working man, Mr. Masiello was a 
member of Teamsters Local 375 as an em-
ployee of Dorn’s Transportation and went on 
to work in the City of Buffalo Streets Depart-
ment for 27 years, eventually serving as the 
department’s Supervisor. 

Mr. Masiello was a devoted family man, 
married to Bridget DeGeorge for 59 years, 
they enjoyed spending time with their seven 
children, fourteen grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 

For 91 years the Buffalo and Western New 
York community was fortunate to have Daniel 
J. Masiello as a trusted friend and I am 
pleased to honor his memory today. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES E. MIZELL II 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the late James E. Mizell 
II for his dedicated service to our country and 
community. Born in February 1948, in Bakers-
field, Jim was a fourth generation Californian 

and remained devoted to the betterment of the 
state throughout his personal and professional 
life. Growing up in Taft, in the San Joaquin 
Valley, Jim developed an early appreciation 
for the importance of water resources to farm-
ers and businessmen living in a desert. At the 
age of 14, he moved to Orange County and, 
soon after, met his future wife Pamela Mosier 
while attending Corona Del Mar High School. 

After his marriage to Pam, Jim was de-
ployed by the United States Navy to South 
East Asia aboard the aircraft carrier USS Mid-
way. After fulfilling his military duty, he re-
turned to Orange Coast College, finished his 
Bachelor of Science in Economics at Loyola 
Marymount and received an MBA from the An-
derson School of Business at UCLA. Jim’s in-
terest in California’s growth led him to spe-
cialize in real estate development. Jim also 
leaves a legacy of balanced and practical en-
vironmental stewardship, business and finan-
cial acumen, as well as decade of leadership 
as an elected director of the Santa Margarita 
Water District. 

Jim passed away on January 14th of this 
year while taking his morning run. He is sur-
vived by his wife and four boys. 

Jim was fascinated by issues that shaped 
the future of ‘‘his State’’. He understood the 
complex issues which impacted Southern Cali-
fornia’s ocean, in which he loved to surf and 
sail, and the beauty of Northern California’s 
wilderness where he hiked and skied. He un-
derstood California’s vital farming commu-
nities, and the necessary growth of the hous-
ing market to a growing economy. 

Jim was a man of integrity who believed in 
the goodness of people, and that most individ-
uals are motivated by a sincere desire to ac-
complish positive results. However, he also 
believed man is limited by his ability to appre-
ciate the opposing side of an argument. It is 
this dichotomy which Jim tried to bridge. His 
favorite adage was, ‘‘No information is bad in-
formation.’’ He urged those around him to em-
brace knowledge as friendly even if it was not 
‘‘good’’ news, because the only bad informa-
tion is no information at all. Jim could and 
would play ‘‘Devil’s Advocate’’ to advance an-
other’s understanding of the other side of an 
issue, to move groups toward agreement. He 
always sought a compromise because he be-
lieved that there should be no ‘‘loser.’’ The ex-
ample he set is one we can all learn from. 

It was Jim’s sincere desire that each of us 
contribute the best of ourselves today in order 
to prepare California for a better tomorrow. 
Jim Mizell served his family, country and his 
community with distinction and honor and I am 
truly proud to have called him a friend. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TOMMY JERNIGAN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Tommy 
Jernigan for his award of Best Student Light-
ing Design in the 11th annual High School 
Music Theatre HONORS awards in San Jose. 

This year, over 25 Bay Area High Schools 
competed in 10 unique categories. Judges 
from the American Musical Theatre were sent 
to each school to watch and evaluate perform-
ances. Judges were instructed to evaluate the 
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